State of Miciiigan
State Board of Education

RESOLUTION

STUDY MISSION TO CHINA

WHEREAS, in Juiy 2006, three members of the State Board of Education will participate in a
stu(iy mission to China to (1) inform and broaden the perspectives regarcling education reforms ti:om pre-
school tiirougti iiigtier education in an international context; (2) position educators and poiicyrnaieers to
anticipate and plan tor change in a giot)ai context; and 3) cteve]%p a high quality ongoing program o

pro essional cleveioprnent that will ensure educators have an internationa perspective as they shape an

influence Mici'iigan education; an

WHEREAS, in October of 2004, the State Board of Education approvecl a Memorandum of
Un(ierstanctinf3 regarcting a Cooperative Educational Exchange between the Beijing Ministry of Bducation,
Peopie’s Repu lic of China and the Mictiigan State Board o Ectucation; and

WHEREAS, the Miciiigan State Board of Education believes that Miciiigan’s pubiic schools

should eXﬁand international education earning opportunities for all students in pre-ieinciergarten tiirougii
postsecondary; and

WHEREAS, international education promotes iznowie(i%e and understanding of other countries

inciuciing their ianguage, istory, geograpiiy, religion, arts, and po itical and economic systems; and

WHEREAS, in addition to ensuring that students master rea(iing, writing, and mathematics
opportunities must be provi ed for students to acquire an un erstan(iing and appreciation of the world anci
its diverse peopie, so they may then understand their connection with other countries and cultures and

ow g obal issues are inextricat)iy linked to their lives and futures; and

WHEREAS, international education goes Leyonci iearning facts and tigures about other nations;
it promotes understanding of cultural differences and similarities and enables students to understand how
world affairs affect their lives and their community, state and nation; and

WHEREAS, iearning may occur tiirougti interctiscipiinary projects tocusing on worldwide issues
such as the environment, energy, conflict resolution, and human and civil rights; an

WHEREAS, America’s future (iefen(is on its at)iiity to reach out to the world and embrace the

best contributions of all peop]e; now, there ore, be it

RESOLVED, That connections made during the stu(iy mission to China be maintained to
strengthen and eepen our uncierstan(iing of each other’s ianguages and culture, and to enhance the
understan ing of our students in order to (ieveiop prociuctive reiationsiiips and enrich the educational

otterings for our youtil.

Kathleen N. Straus, President

Adopted June 13, 2006

Michael P. Fianagan, Chairman and

Superintendent of Public Instruction



